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University Affects Local Economy
Mention Grand Valley State University,
and most people are likely to think of it in
terms of its academic, cultural, research, and
service offerings. It may also be recognized
as the licensee of West Michigan Public
Broadcasting through its television stations,
WGVU-TV channel 35, WGVK-TV channel
52 and its radio station, WGVU-FM (88.5).
Fewer people, perhaps, are aware of Grand
Valley's significant impact on the economy
of west Michigan, particularly the tri-county
region of Kent, Ottawa, and Muskegon
counties.
Based on financial data for the 1989-90
fiscal year, the total (direct and indirect)
economic impact of the university to the area
is estimated to be more than $123 million*.
The university's total direct economic impact
is estimated to be almost $61 million including
university expenditures for supplies and
materials, which totaled $11,043,481 in the
tri-county area.
Grand Valley's expenditures translate into
thousands of jobs for area residents, not only
for those who work directly for the university,
but also for persons working in local
businesses that provide supplies and services
to the university. The institution's impact is
also felt by businesses that provide housing ,
food, and transportation and meet a myriad
of other direct needs and wants of faculty,
staff, and students.
Today, as Michigan's fastest-growing
public university, Grand Valley is not only
a valuable educational resource for increasing
numbers of west Michigan residents, it is also
at the hub of development occurring both in
Allendale Township and downtown Grand
Rapids.
(* formula using West Michigan Regional Planning
Commission report)
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"When you consider that we did not even
open our doors until 1963, it's remarkable that
we already are a major contributor to the
economic stability, vitality, and growth of
west Michigan," said Ronald F. VanSteeland,
Vice President of Finance and Administration.
"If the growth of the last five years
continues---and I don't think anyone would
suggest it's going to go the other way---Grand
Valley will continue to be a bright spot in the
local economy," VanSteeland said.
This fall, nearly 12,000 students enrolled
at Grand Valley, reflecting a 7.4-percent
increase over the previous fall. In 1963,
Grand Valley's first class numbered 226
students, and the university consisted of 876
acres of land, one building, and an operating
budget of $660,904.
For eight consecutive years, Grand Valley
has topped the state's chart of university
growth. While other Michigan institutions

have either lost enrollment or experienced
modest gains, Grand Valley State has seen a
108.8-percent increase in full-time enrollment
and a 84.2 percent student head count increase
since 1982. The university's operating budget
for the 1990-91 year reached approximately
$48.9 million .
With more than 1,200 undergraduate and
graduate degrees conferred each year, Grand
Valley is a large supplier of trained labor for
west Michigan companies.
Ninety-eight
percent of Grand Valley's students are
Michigan residents, with almost 60 percent
from Kent, Muskegon and Ottawa counties.
Last year, more than 30,000 people used
the facilities of the Grand Rapids campus at
the L. V. Eberhard Center, including more
than 14,000 who attended educational
workshops, seminars and programs . In
addition, 3,233 students were enrolled at the
Eberhard Center.
Continued on page 4

Across Campus
1990 Faculty/Staff Campaign
The 1990 faculty and staff campaign is
currently underway. Last year, 36 percent
of our faculty and staff made contributions
to Grand Valley State. An even higher
percentage is the goal for 1990.
This year, in appreciation for our "family
tradition" of outstanding participation in this
effort, President Arend D. Lubbers is making
it possible for you to double any gift you give
to an endowment fund (this does not apply to
the Grand Valley University Fund). Your gift
will be matched by an equal contribution from
earnings of the GVU Endowment Fund.
Materials have been mailed to faculty and
staff homes with a list of all funds enclosed.
Please take a moment to think about the
students you would be helping with a gift to
an endowed scholarship fund, or the research
or special project you could help support with
a tax deductible contribution.
Payroll
deductions make giving easy.
Between November 19 and December 1,
a colleague will contact you with a final
campaign reminder. Please don't wait that
long--no gift is too small, and all are
appreciated.

If you have questions, or need additional
contribution materials, please call Nancee
Miller at ext. 3595 , or Dori Gates at 2426600.

GVSU Creates Joseph Stevens
Freedom Endowment
Grand Valley State University has
established the Joseph Stevens Freedom
Endowment in honor of Joe Stevens, a Grand
Rapids resident. Stevens, who survived the
Nazi Holocaust and worked to sabotage the
Nazi war effort, has shared his story with
numerous GVSU students to bring history to
the classroom. "Joe reminds all of us how
fragile the human race is, and how easily we
can destroy each other if we choose to forget
the lessons history has taught us," said
William Baum , political science professor.
The endowment will fund the Joseph
Stevens Lecture Series, which will bring
speakers to GVSU and Grand Rapids to
promote an understanding of the problems and
issues associated with the fulfillment of human
freedom. Whenever possible, the lectures will
focus on the Nazi genocide and the consequences of racism and prejudice.
Continued on page 2
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All contributions to the Joseph Stevens
Freedom Endowment are tax deductible as
allowed by law. Please mail your check,
payable to GVU Foundation: Stevens
Endowment, to: GVU Foundation, 2 Fountain
Place N.E., Grand Rapids, MI 49503; or
contact GVU Foundation Executive Director
Joyce Hecht at 242-6600.

Facilities Management
Receives Computer Equipment
Grand Valley State University has
formalized an agreement with Digital
Equipment Corporation and Sigma Design,
Inc., through which GVSU will receive more
than $400,000 in computer hardware and
software to support the university's pioneering, state-of-the-art Facilities Management
program in the Seidman School of Business.

RISC/ULTRIX systems hardware
manufactured by Digital, coupled with ARRIS
design automation software developed by
Sigma Design, will help GVSU create a
world-class training and research facility at
the L. V. Eberhard Center on the Grand
Rapids campus.
The new partnership was initiated by
President Arend D. Lubbers and Digital
Equipment's Vice President for Educational
Services, Patrick A. Cataldo.
The new hardware components and
software will enhance the Facilities Management program's current information mapping
capabilities and provides additional sophisticated resources to automate graphic facilities
design, modeling, planning, and management
functions. Specifically, Digital' s DECstation
computers will provide users with capabilities
and performance that, until recently, could
only be derived through the use of a
mainframe or super-computer.
Digital's Vice President Cataldo stated,
"We are delighted to have the opportunity to
assist Grand Valley State University in
developing one of the finest facilities
management programs in the nation. We
applaud its visionary approach to higher
education."
Sigma Design, Inc. President Kenneth S.
Ledeen is similarly enthusiastic about the
project, noting, "Our longstanding relationship
with Grand Valley continues to grow in new
directions. This program will make GVSU
the world's largest site running our ARRIS

software on DECstation computers from
Digital.
"This is a major event for all parties
involved," added Ledeen.
Glenn A. Pitman, Dean of the Seidman
School of Business, noted, "The support from
Digital Equipment Corporation and Sigma
Design has dramatically increased our
geographical information mapping, design
capabilities, and business-related research
activity.
Digital Equipment Corporation is the
world's second-largest computer company and
the world's leading supplier of networked
computer systems, software, and services.
Sigma Design, which introduced the first
version of ARRIS Software in 1986, has
donated more than $200,000 in software to
GVSU's Facilities Management program in
the past three years.
Initiated in 1982, GVSU has one of the
very first professional facilities management
programs, within a business school, in the
country. Graduates are awarded a bachelor
of business administration degree with a
Facilities Management emphasis.

GVSU to Create Regional
Math and Science Center
Grand Valley State University has been
awarded a $125,000 U.S. Department of
Education grant to create a Regional Math and
Science Center for high school students from
six states.
The center, one of only 30 in the country,
will focus on increasing high school students'
math and science skills and encourage them
to select careers in these disciplines. GVSU
faculty and staff, along with west Michigan
business leaders, will instruct the students on
a wide variety of technological applications
and career options in the fields of math and
science.
"The whole idea of the regional center is
to show high school students that research and
discovery in math and the sciences can be
fascinating, fun, and worthwhile," said Amie
Smith Alexander, director of the center and
also head of GVSU's Upward Bound
program. "This program will provide them
with information on, and exposure to, all the
many different careers they can pursue with
a math or science degree."
GVSU competed against 15 other colleges
and universities for the grant, including

Michigan State University, Grand Rapids
Junior College, Bowling Green University,
and the University of Wisconsin/Milwaukee.
Each year, the center will accept 40
Upward Bound students from Michigan ,
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, and
Ohio. Upward Bound participants are nontraditional, first-generation and/or low-income
college-bound high school students.
The 40 students, in grades 10-12, will
spend six weeks at GVSU conducting
experiments, completing projects, and taking
field trips.
Butterworth Hospital, IBM
Corporation, and other companies will show
how math and science are used in laboratories,
research facilities, and computer programming, and discuss career options in their
respective fields.
Room, board, and transportation is free,
and the students will receive a weekly stipend
to help offset other expenses .
"My goal is to have at least 95 percent of
the participants go into a math or science
curriculum at the college level without
needing remedial support," Smith Alexander
said. "We want to provide them with the
academic background and skills so that a
career based in math or science is a realistic
option to them."
The first six-week program will take place
June-July 1991. Planned events include a
camping trip, visits to the Chicago Museum
of Science and Industry and the Kellogg
Biological Station, and a tour of the D.J.
Angus, GVSU's research vessel.
For more information on GVSU's Regional
Math and Science Center, contact Smith
Alexander at 895-3441.

Parking Lot Expansion Completed
Parking is now available in the recently
expanded Lot F near the Field House.
Therefore, all parking rules and regulations
will be enforced as of November 12.
Copies of the Traffic and Parking
Ordinance may be picked up at either the
Kirkhof Center information desk, or the
Department of Public Safety Services office
in the Central Utilities Building.

No GVSU Presence in City Centre
Contrary to local media reports , GVSU
will not establish classrooms or offices in the
City Centre.
Continued on page 3
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"These reports are inaccurate, and I feel
it is important for our faculty and staff to
know we have no such intentions," said
Ronald F. VanSteeland, Vice President for
Finance and Administration.
"We are
continuing our efforts to find temporary
classroom space to meet our expansion needs
until the School of Business and Graduate
Library building is cor.structed on the Grand
Rapids campus."

Dependent Tuition Reduction
Simplified
The Human Resources Office has
simplified the policy concerning application
for dependent tuition reduction.
Dependents of regular faculty and staff
only need to apply for tuition reduction prior
to the fall semester of each academic year.
The approved application will be valid for the
entire academic year (fall, winter, spring, and
summer semesters). There is no need to
reapply for. that academic year. However, a
new application must be completed prior to
the fall semester of the next academic year.
Students who first enroll during the
academic year (i.e. winter semester) must tum
in applications at that time. The approved
application would then be valid for the
remainder of that academic year, and a new
application would need to be completed prior
to the fall semester of the next academic year.
If your dependents are enrolled in a Fall
1990 GVSU course, and they completed an
application for tuition reduction, there is no
need to complete another application if they
plan to take courses during the 1991 winter,
spring, or summer semesters.
Please note that the policy has been
changed only for dependent tuition reduction.
Faculty and staff who plan to take Grand
Valley courses must still complete the tuition
waiver form each semester, even if you
register by phone.
Dependent Tuition Reduction or Staff
Tuition Waiver forms are available in the
Human Resources Office. Please contact
Dave Veneklase at ext. 2215 if you have any
questions.

Friday, November 16. Any hours worked on
November 17 will be paid on the next check.
For information about timecard adjustments, please call the Payroll Office at
ext. 2237.

include student advising and services
supporting the MBEC program. He is also
working with El Renacimiento, and will be
actively involved in the King-Chavez-Parks
program.

Macias Joins Minority Affairs

Correction

Alberto L. Macias, Jr. has joined the
Office of Minority Affairs as a program
coordinator.
Macias, who attended the University of
Michigan, taught in Texas public schools for
three years before becoming a minority
student counselor and multicultural affairs
director for Aquinas College in 1987. In
1989, Macias became assistant director of the
Hispanic Center before coming to GVSU.
Active in the Hispanic community, Macias
will do outreach to Grand Valley's Hispanic
student population. In addition, his duties

Last week's Forum incorrectly identified
WGVU/WGVK-TV' s closed captioning as an
option for sight-impaired viewers. It is
instead used by the hearing impaired.

No Forum November 26
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, there will
be no Forum the week of November 26.
Anyone wishing to publicize events of that
week should send the information to Public
Relations by November 13 for the November
19 Forum.

Coming Events
Geology Lecture Today
The geology department is sponsoring a
lecture by John Hoffecker of Argon National
Laboratories on Monday, November 12 from
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Hoffecker will speak on "Late Glacial
Geoarcheology and Geomorphology of the
Northern Alaska Range."
The lecture will be in 118 Loutit Hall.

Noted Attorney Lectures
Sarah Weddington, who at 26 successfully
defended the Roe vs. Wade court case, will
lecture on leadership Tuesday, November 13
at 9 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center Promenade.
Weddington is currently a history and
government professor at both the University
of Texas and Texas Women's University. She
served on President Carter's administration,
and has received the National Association of
Campus Activities Lecturer of the Year award
for 1990.
Her lecture is titled "Leadership: You Can
Make a Difference." All faculty and staff are
invited, and classes are also encouraged to
attend. For more information, call ext. 3295.

Timecard Reminder

Student Visitation Day

Student and Temporary/Call-in timecards
for the pay period ending November 17 are
due in the Payroll Office by 5 p.m. on

The Admissions Office has scheduled a
Student Visitation Day for Friday, November
16.

The schedule is as follows: 9 a. m., checkin at the Field House; 9:30 a.m., Welcome;
10:30 a.m.·, tours, student/parent panels,
meetings with faculty; 12:30 p.m., lunch; and
1:15 p.m., department open houses on
campus.

TIAA/CREF Representative
To Visit GVSU
Greg Fuller from TIAA/CREF will be on
campus Tuesday, November 27 to provide an
update on changes that have occurred within
TIAA/CREF the past few years.
Meetings will be held at noon and 2:30
p.m. in the Kirkhof Center Portside Room.
Each meeting will last approximately 90
minutes, and all faculty and staff with
TIAA/CREF investments are encouraged to
attend.
Fuller will answer questions concerning
retirement, TIAA/CREF assistance,
TIAA/CREF future plans, and other issues.
TIAA/CREF benefit counselors will come
to campus in January to discuss personal
retirement issues with those who are
considering retirement in the next few years.
More information on these meetings will
appear in future Forums.
Please contact Dave Veneklase at ext. 2215
if you have any questions•or suggestions on
agenda items.
Continued on page 5
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
Chester Alkema, professor of art and
design, exhibited "The Creation of the
World," a serigraphy created during his 198990 sabbatical. The exhibit, which runs
through November 15 at the Fountain Street
Church, depicts the stages of creation as
recorded in the Bible.
Irving Berkowitz, director of the School
of Social Work, and Ronald Poitras,
associate professor of geography and urban
planning, presented a workshop on strategic
planning for the board of directors and
professional staff of Vision Enrichment
Services of Kent County on October 13.
Linda Chown, assistant professor of
English, had her paper "Carmen Martin
Gaite's Postmodern Autobiographies"
presented at the Midwest Modern Language
Association convention. The meeting was in
Kansas City on November 2.
Chown's recently published book was titled
Narrative Authority and Homeostasis in
Selected Work\' ofDoris Lessing and Carmen
Manin Gaite.
Sam Eiler, station manager for WGVUFM, spoke to the League of Women Voters
of the Grand Rapids Area on October 23. His
topic was the "Influence of the Media on
Voting."
James Grant, associate professor of
education, presented a paper titled "Training
Social Skills: A Language-Based Approach"
at a November 1 meeting of the International
Orton Dyslexia Society in Washington, D.C.
Soon Hong, assistant professor of math
and computer science, presented a paper titled
"Re-examination of the Corroboration Effect
of Earnings and Dividend Announcements"
at the 1990 annual meeting of the Financial
Management Association. The October 26
meeting was held in Orlando, FL.
Scott Johnson, assistant professor of
marketing, authored "The Commodity
Approach in Marketing Research--Is it
Obsolete?" which appeared in the Fall 1990
issue of the Journal of Academy and
Marketing Science.
Rosalind Mayberry, English instructor,
presented a paper titled "Through the Looking
Glass:
Science and Poetry in Nature
Writing" at an October 5 meeting of the
Society for Literature and Science, held in
Portland, Oregon.

James Schultz, Dean of Continuing
Education, made a presentation titled
"University Teleport: Academic Programming
and Business Services via Satellite" to the first
joint conference of the Educational Teleconsortium of Michigan and the Michigan
Association for Distance Learning. The
meeting was held in Traverse City November
1-2. Included in the presentation was a video
produced by Tim Scarpino, acting production
manager for WGVU-TV.
David Tanis, director of the Coalition for
Excellence in Science and Math Education and
adjunct chemistry faculty, recent co-authored
an article along with 1990 GVSU graduate Joy
Coffman. The article, "Don't Say Particle,
Say People," was published in the November
1990 issue of The Science Teacher, the
National Science Teachers Association journal.
David Veneklase, staff benefits assistant,
would like to thank all GVSU Blue Care
members who supported his election to the
Blue Care Network Grand Rapids Area
Council for a three-year term beginning
January 1, 1991. The council advises board
members on major policy issues and ensures
that top management carries out the policies.
Veneklase also was elected chairman of the
Grand Rapids Junior College Business
Advisory Committee, which provides guidance
in the development of GRJC business
curriculum.

OAK ROOM MENU

11/12-11/16/90

Monday : Beef Burgundy, egg
noodles, carrots, cold plate,
cream of mushroom soup.
Tuesday: Hot turkey sandwich,
mashed potatoes, gravy, green
beans, tuna stuffed tomato,
Canadian cheese soup.
Wednesday: Chicken stir fry,
wild rice, corn, beef club,
vegetable beef soup.
Thursday: American style
lasagna, California blend
vegetables, deli buffet,
chicken rice soup.
Friday : Fried perch, mac
and cheese, zucchini & tomato,
taco salad, cream of potato
soup.

University Affects
Local Economy
Continued from page 1

• The employment of720 full- and 454 parttime employees who spent more than an
estimated $10 million for housing, transportation, goods, and services in the tri-county
area--approximately 46 percent of their total
disposable income.
• In addition to salaries and wages, GVSU
spent more than $11 million in the region on
supplies and materials alone.
• The 11,726 students enrolled at Grand
Valley this fall will also contribute greatly to
the economy, spending approximately $39
million on transportation, goods, and services
in the region this year.
• Almost one third of the university's
expenditure for student activities, $402 749
'
'
was spent in the tri-county area.
Where do the funds come from? Of Grand
Valley State University's 1989 budget, the
state appropriation is the largest single source
of income, followed by tuition and fees and
government grants.
- $26,366,434 from state aid
- $27,823,448 from tuition, fees, room and
board and ancillary services provided by
the university
- $6,788,966 from other in-state sources
- $56,694 from local governments
- $5,820,274 from out-of-state sources
- $4. 7 million from private gifts contributed
to university programs and the endowment
fund
Nearly 62 percent of Grand Valley's
students are enrolled full time, while the
remaining 38 percent are part-time students.
Our undergraduate enrollment is 57 .5 percent
women and 42.5 percent men. The average
undergraduate student is 23.4 years of age,
and the average graduate student is 33. 7 years
old.
Since the first graduation ceremony was
held in 1967, almost 20,000 students have
earned GVSU degrees. During the 1989-90
academic year, 1,115 students received
bachelor's degrees and 259 received master's
degrees. An estimated 80 percent of all
Grand Valley State graduates remain in
Michigan to pursue successful, productive
careers.
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Information for Faculty and Staff Sketches

(title)

(name)
is the author of

(name of journal or publisher)

(date of publication)
presented a paper entitled

presented a workshop entitled
exhibited/performed

other (specify)

at a meeting of
(name of group or conference)
in
(location)

(date of presentation)
was appointed/elected

(name of group)
Telephone
(Office and/or Department telephone)

Complete and return to Public Relations, 24 Zumberge by 12 noon on Tuesday.
Items may be submitted in other legible fomzats.

